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IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend tlie Abstract, in the paragraph beginning on 
Une 5 of page 25 of the specification, as follows: 

A system and method are provided for paralleling data 
streams in a G,709 network of connected integrated circuits. The system 
comprises a demultiplexer for receiving a first digital wrapper data 
stream having a first data rate. The demultiplexer demultiplexes the first 
data stream into a second plurality of digital wrapper data streams 
having a second data rate, less than the first data rate. A second plurality 
of processors each accept a corresponding one of the second plxirality of 
data streams and supply a processed data stream at the second data rate. 
A multiploxor roQQi\H>e tho second pluralit3>^ of processed data otrccLmo and 
mtdtiploxQS the eocond plurality of procossod data otrcamo into a firot 
digital wrappor procoGOod data stream ha\dng the first data rato for 
transmiSGion. The demultiplexer receives frame alignment signal hytes in 
the overhead of every first data stream firame and synchronizes frame 
alignment signal bytes in each of the second plurality of data streams to 
the frame alignment signal bytes in the first data stream. Eaoh proooooor 
procossing ono of tho oocond plurality of data otroams in rooponoo to 
ge e eiving its corrosponding synchronization signal. Each processor 
oupplioQ a frame otart oignol corrcoponding to ito prooooood data otroom. 
Tho multiplexor oyBehreni z os firamo - alignmont oignal b}i;oo in tho firot 
procoGCOd data stroam to oaoh of tho frame alignmont signal bytos in tho 
oocond plurality of procossod data stroams r Tho multiploKor phaso 
matchos tho frame start signals and doskows tho socond pluralit^^ of 
proQOQOod - dQta stroams to match their corrosponding frame start signals. 
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